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A community owned wind energy scheme for the people of South Shawbost, Dalmore and Dalbeg

The latest on your wind energy scheme

Planning Application

The Horshader Community Wind Development planning application was submitted to the Comhairle Planners on Friday 5th December 2008, no decision is expected until June 2009 at the earliest, however early indications are that we have a very good project and there do not appear to be any obvious problems that have shown up in the environmental statement.

Project funding

Following acceptance of our outline proposal, at the end of August, to the Big Lottery Growing Community Assets Fund and the invitation to submit a full application, we are now working on that document with the assistance and input from David MacLeay (Community Coordinator), Kenneth Murray (Councilor) along with Shawbost Community Council), Tighean Innse Gall, Hebridean Housing Partnership and others. The main outcomes from the project are, support for a sustainable local transport service, addressing fuel poverty by improving energy efficiency in the housing stock within the three villages with particular emphasis on the well being and security of the elderly along with other vulnerable groups, also undertaking action to address the lack of affordable housing and housing plots. 

Company Changes

Following discussions with legal and financial experts in conjunction with Community Energy Scotland, we have identified the best business model for the company, now that we are moving into the next phase of the project, that is as a registered charitable trust with a trading subsidiary. In order to achieve the first part of the process, we need to change the objects of the company; this will be done at an Extraordinary General Meeting, most likely in January or February 2009. Proxy Voting Slips and details of the changes will be delivered to members as soon as our solicitor has completed the 
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required documentation, this will allow members who cannot attend, to nominate someone to vote on their behalf. 

Grid Connection

SSE would like us to install a device, at our expense, at the turbine connection site to support the grid voltage in the event of a turbine failure. This device is very expensive and we are currently working with Community Energy Scotland and various consultants to look for alternative solutions. This situation does not affect the project in any way other than having a small bearing on the income in the initial years of operation.

Wind Monitoring 

We now have ten full months of data from our mast; following analysis it shows that we have an excellent wind regime with minimum turbulence.

On A Sad Note

We mourn the recent loss of our friend and fellow director Donald Murdo MacLeod; Donald had a wealth and depth of knowledge that was respected by all who knew him. His contribution to Horshader Board discussions was invaluable, especially when it came to local history and wildlife issues, we extend our thoughts and best wishes for the future, to his family.

17th December 2008

Contact Details: David Wright 710669, Donald MacLeod (DD) 643361, Donald Smith 710217, Kenny MacAulay 710366, DJ MacAulay 710366, Gareth Watson 710393, website: www.horshader.com
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